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REPORT. 



//c?w. Poster M, Voorhees, Governor: 

Dear Sir : Pursuant to the requirement of Section i of "An 
act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free pubHc 
Hbraries/' approved March 20, 1900, the New Jersey Public 
Library Commissioners submit the following report for trans- 
mission to the Legislature : 

Immediately after receiving notice of their appointment, the 
members of the Commission met in the State Library, at Tren- 
ton, and organized by choosing William C. Kimball, of Passaic, 
as Chairman, and H. C. Buchanan, State Librarian, as Secretary. 
By reason of the failure of the Legislature to make provision 
for the necessary expenses and for carrying on the work for 
which the Commission was created, the members found that they 
were unable to begin operations. They were restrained .by the 
act under which they were appointed from incurring any debt 
or making any donation or expenditure exceeding the appropria- 
tion made for their use ; and when it was suggested that work be 
begun and carried on as far as possible at the personal expense 
of the Commissioners, they were advised that the State did not 
expect them to give their services and also pay for the work that 
is to be done. 

Thus, the Commission is unable to make such a report of re- 
sults accomplished as should be possible in view of the field that 
is before them, and the condition of public library affairs in New 
Jersey. Some preliminary work has been done through corres- 
pondence, but here also the Commission was hampered by reason 
of its inability to secure the necessary printed circulars and blanks 
for use in securing data from the various municipalities in which 
their work will lie. 
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Undoubtedly, one of the first acts of the Commission should 
be to secure a collation of the laws of New Jersey governing the 
establishment of libraries in cities and towns. These acts are 
scattered through many volumes of the Pamphlet Laws, and most 
of the inquiries from applicants for information are in regard to 
the provisions of the laws, which are inaccessible to those residing 
in the smaller towns. It is conceded that the New Jersey acts 
of 1884 and 1890, for the encouragement of public libraries, are 
the best that have been enacted in any State, and while a number 
of libraries were organized under them, it is evident that many 
more towns would take advantage of them if the people had a 
knowledge of the liberal provisions. 

The popular library of the future will be that maintained at 
the expense of the municipality. It is the lesson of experience 
that the people are interested more largely in those institutions 
which they help to maintain. Private libraries, even when liber- 
ally endowed, are apt to suffer from a lack of interest on the 
part of that portion of the public that is looked to for aid in their 
support, and the restrictions that often prevail prevent many per- 
sons from using their books. 

The popularity of the small traveling libraries during the year 
they have been in operation in New Jersey is an indication of 
the interest that the people have in books. This interest is not 
confined to this State, but prevails throughout the country. Ac- 
cording to a report made by a committee of the New Jersey 
Library Association early in the year, there are but seventy-six 
libraries in the State, including half a dozen college and school 
libraries. Of these there are fourteen that contain less than one 
thousand volumes. Forty-seven, or a little more than one-half, 
are free, supported wholly or in part by the city or town in which 
they are located. 

There are one hundred and twenty-nine cities and towns in 
New Jersey with a population exceeding seven hundred and fifty 
that are without a library of any kind. It is to this class that the 
Public Library Commission desires to give its aid. The dona- 
tion of $100, contemplated by the law, is the only financial assist- 
ance that will be required, and that amount, added to a similar 
sum which the municipality is required to raise, will go a great 
way in the purchase of books for a public library in a small town. 
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